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Methodology study for art practitioner 1
— Orientalism by E. W. Said (Postcolonialism) —

UMEDA Isao

Abstract

This is methodology study series for art practitioner, part 1. This time, we are going to investigate
methodology of Orientalisim written by Edward. W. Said (Postcolonial theory). Nowadays, Although postcolonial
theory has been diverged and discussed, Said’s assertion through the book Orientalism still useful for
understanding basic idea of postcolonial theory because of it has been seen as foundation of the theory. Hence, we
are going to study his assertion and apply it to the art practice of author, who are art practitioner, for
postcolonialism methodology as an example of application. As a sample of practical study is critique for the

monopolization of abstract art by the “West”

Said disclosed through detailed reading the text that the concept of “Orient” is the artifact that made by the
“West” and “Orient” had never had voices to speak themselves. Furthermore, the imagination of the West
underlies inhumane racist ideology and it conveyed and talked repeatedly more than centuries, the artefact had

become gradually organized, academicized, and then finally it became knowledge of the truth.

To see history of (Western) art from Said’s point of view, it is suspicious that why abstract art created-
developed — decayed in only the “West". It is also the question is generated that why only western can critique,
find out, and sentenced the end for abstract art. Through the art practice, the author has felt discomfort that is
similar reason to the question. So that we hypnotized the abstract art is monologized by the West and there is
discourse that only the West can discuss and decide about what is abstract art. Overall, this study envisage a guide

to represent how postcolonialtheory can be used for methodology for art practice.
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